
  

  

Nanoscience pioneer receives Akzo Nobel Science Award 
 
Arnhem, the Netherlands, September 28, 2006 — This year’s Akzo Nobel 
Science Award has been won by Carlo Beenakker, a professor of physics at  
Leiden University in the Netherlands, for his pioneering work in the field of 
nanoscience. He will officially receive the honor on November 30 at the Royal Holland 
Society of Sciences and Humanities in Haarlem. 
 
A member of the Lorentz Institute for theoretical physics, his work addresses fundamental 
physical problems that occur when a macroscopic object is miniaturized to the nanometer 
scale. It’s the 36th time the award—which carries a EUR 50,000 prize—has been presented. 
 
“Professor Beenakker is a highly respected and influential theoretical physicist whose 
groundbreaking research has seen him earn an outstanding international reputation,” said 
Maarten van Veen, Chairman of the Royal Holland Society of Sciences and Humanities, the 
organization responsible for selecting the winner. “This award is thoroughly deserved and 
goes to a man who, at the age of 46, has already produced a scientific oeuvre which places 
him at the very top tier of modern theoretical physicists.” 
 
Over the course of two decades, Professor Beenakker has shown how to explain and predict 
electrical conduction in nanostructures, with the aim of developing new concepts and 
opportunities for the computer of the future. He discovered in particular that the mathematics 
of random matrices could be used to describe the quantum physical properties of electrons 
on the nanometer scale. 
 
“We are extremely proud that this year’s honor will be presented to such a highly respected 
and influential scientist,” remarked Akzo Nobel CEO Hans Wijers. “We wish Professor 
Beenakker every success for the future with the continuation of his outstanding scientific 
research, and with his dedication to obtaining public appreciation for science.” 
 
Presented annually in recognition of groundbreaking interdisciplinary research,  
the Akzo Nobel Science Award alternates between the Netherlands and Sweden and has 
been presented in the Netherlands since 1970 and in Sweden since 1999. 
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Note for the editor 
Akzo Nobel is a Global Fortune 500 company and is listed on both the Euronext Amsterdam and NASDAQ stock exchanges. 
It is also included on the Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes and FTSE4Good Index. Based in the Netherlands, we are a 
multicultural organization serving customers throughout the world with human and animal healthcare products, coatings, and 
chemicals. We employ around 62,440 people and conduct our activities in four segments − human and animal health, coatings 
and chemicals − subdivided into 13 business units, with operating subsidiaries in more than 80 countries. Consolidated 
revenues for 2005 totaled EUR 13.0 billion. The financial results for the third quarter will be published on October 18, 2006.  
 
Internet: www.akzonobel.com; www.lorentz.leidenuniv.nl/beenakker
  
Not for publication –  for more information 
 
A photograph of Carlo Beenakker and short résumé are available upon request. 
 
Akzo Nobel nv 
Corporate Media Relations, tel. +31 26 366 43 43 
Contact: Patricia Janssen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Safe Harbor Statement* 
This press release may contain statements which address such key issues as Akzo Nobel’s growth strategy, future financial 
results, market positions, product development, pharmaceutical products in the pipeline, and product approvals. Such 
statements should be carefully considered, and it should be understood that many factors could cause forecasted and actual 
results to differ from these statements. These factors include, but are not limited to, price fluctuations, currency fluctuations, 
progress of drug development, clinical testing and regulatory approval, developments in raw material and personnel costs, 
pensions, physical and environmental risks, legal issues, and legislative, fiscal, and other regulatory measures. Stated 
competitive positions are based on management estimates supported by information provided by specialized external agencies. 
For a more comprehensive discussion of the risk factors affecting our business please see our Annual Report on Form 20-F 
filed with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission, a copy of which can be found on the company’s corporate 
website www.akzonobel.com. 
 
* Pursuant to the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform Act 1995. 
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